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Abstract
Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to explain how
to use the h-index in the evaluation of research and
researcher.
Methodology: A qualitative research is conducted in
which the statistical population includes the faculty
members of universities and Iranian researcher in 1SI
and ISC. The sample consist of twenty faculty
members in the University of Isfahan, Isfahan
University of Technolo%y, Isfahan University of
Medical Science, Shahid Beheshti University of
Medical Sciences and Health Services, Kharazmi
University, Shahed University, Yasouj University and
Razi University. In this study, purposive sampling is
used. Data were collected through semi-structured
jlgrgerviews and analyzed based on the Grounded
eory.
Findings: Whit using of coding techniques in the
Grounded Theory, seven categories are extracted and
the H-index category is considered as the main issue.
Other categories in this study are: strengths and
weaknesses of the H-index, research ranking and
promotion of researchers and universities, advocates
and opponents of the H-index, and strategies to
improve the H-index.
Conclusion: The results show that due to the
numerous weaknesses of the H-index and considerin
that the h-index only reflects the scientific aSﬁects 0
a person's activity (1.e. scientific outputs in the form
of papers), therefore ranking and promotion of
individuals, universities and etc. based on the H-
index without having a complete knowledge about its
negative consequences is not recommended.
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