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Abstract

Purpose: This study is aimed to comparing the resources available in the Art and Cultural Organization of
Tehran Municipality (ACOTM) and the Tehran Public Libraries Institution (PLI) concerning the conformity
of these resources to the needs of library members.

Methodology: This research used Analytic survey method. Sampling method is random stratified sampling.
The Public Libraries affiliated with Tehran Municipality and the Public Libraries of the Institution in Tehran
are divided into 22 urban districts. In order to take the sample one library is selected from each district. The
statistical population of the public libraries of the Art and Cultural Organization of Tehran municipality
(ACOTM) consists of 440 entities including 209 men and 231 women. The statistical population of Tehran
Public Libraries Institution (PLI) consists of 440 entities including 179 men and 261 women. Questionnaire
has used to gather information.

Findings: The public libraries of the Art and Cultural Organization of Tehran Municipality (ACOTM) have a
better than the Tehran Public Libraries Institution (PLI) status concerning “non-book resources”. The status
of libraries of Tehran Public Libraries Institution (PLI) is better than the public libraries of the Art and
Cultural Organization of Tehran Municipality (ACOTM) as concerns “Dewey decimal topics”. The
significance level of the test is larger than %5 in the two classes of “educational aid books” with significance
level of 0.653 and “the accessibility of resources” with significance level of 0.167. Therefore, there is no
significant difference between the libraries of the two institutions.

Conclusion: Comparing the current situation of public libraries in Iran, it seems that the number of buildings
and their appearance, equipment, quality of resources and most importantly, their services are far from what
is needed in a dynamic and growing society.
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